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nef é ee, 
The Athenian Mercury:_ 


Saturday, March 12. 1692. 


Queft. 1. Ho is the Author of the Beok of Job, 
what Age of the World did he ltve 
in, and where's the Land ef Uz? 

Anjv. In Numb. 10. Queft. 5. of this prefent Vo- 
lume, We hope we have already given a full Account 
of this matter, co which we referr our inquifitive 
Querift. We thall add here a few remarks upon a 
late Authors Jndgment of this matter, who indeed be- 
gins with a very handfome Account, as that Orizen, 
suidas, and Gregory fuppos'd the Book of Fob to be 
writtca by Fob himtelf ; «others, chat Mofes was elther 
the Author, or at leaft cranflated it out of the Ara- 
bick or Syriack Tongue, according to the Opinion of 
the Author of ome of the Commentaries upon Fob, 
by fome fuppos'd to be Origens, ( which by the by 
contradiéts' the firft.) The Thalmudifts, the Rabbins, 
Methodius in Photins and Nicetas upon Fob are of the 
fame Opinion, as is alfo St. Ferome; Gregory Nazian- 
gen alcribes it to Solomon, but nothing is certainly deter- 
min’d upon the point. 

Our etal Gappoles him to be an Idumean, be- 
caufe ’tiste mention’d in the Greek Edition, acknow. 
ledg'd by Thodosian, than which (adds our Author ) we 
bave'no Ancienter Teftimony of fob; but chis fhows that 
he has aot examined all, nor confider‘d what himfelf 
has unluckily advanc'd a litele after, to wit, that Eze- 
kiel makes mention of Fob. Next he refutes cher Error 
that wou'd have the Hiftory of fob to be feigned, and 
immediately after he endeavours to re-eftablith it again 
inthefe very words, “ What is undoubtedly true in 
“this Hiftory is, that there was a confiderable perfon 
“ whofe Name was $ob, who having beenvreduced to 
“ the Extremity of Affliction and Mifery, by the Lofs 
“ of his Goods and Childrea, as alfo by the Severity 
“ot a fharp lingring Diftemper, fupported himielf 
“under all thefe preffures with incredible patience, and 
“at Jaft came to be re-eftablifh’d in profperity. Buc 
“then (adds he) the manner wherein it is related, the 
“ {tle in which itis written, the Difcourfes with the 
“ Devil, and the long Coaverfations that are held be- 
“tween fob and his Friends, make it appear, that this 
* History has been mighlily amplified and adorned with fe- 
© vers! feizned Circumjbances, to render the Narration more 
“wf fal ant agreeable :” Avery fair pofition ter the [n- 
terelt of Atheifm, where by a fly infinuacion, a part 
of che Sacr@d Writ is publickly maintain’d to be FET3- 
NED to bring all the reft into Queftion, aad {0 into 
Contempt ; fer not only Fob, but alfo Eekiel, and Sr. 
Fame s are inchis one aflertion branded with theCharacter 
of feigzed, fince they mentioning fo ill an Authority as 
fob, mutt necefarily be iil themfelves. 

We have further to add for the fatisfaction of all 
fuch as are Curious about this Queftion of Fob; that 
the time when 75 lived, wasundoubtedly before the 
Covenant of Circumcifion, or AMofes Law, and, the 
Boo was writ by fob himfelf, for thefe Reasons fol- 
lowing. —« 1. His Friends were not Idolaters, fince 
Fob clears himlelf, viz. Neither hdve I kiffed my hand at 
the viking of the Sun, Job 31. 27. that is as Idolaters 
tha: worfliipped the Sun. Then it is plain they were 
of the true Religion, which was Natural, becaufe they 
{pare no {mail breach to charge him withail, Jo 20. 
29. Fob 4. 7. as injuftice, Bribery, they did believe ic 
was impoflible a Man fhould be fo punifhed, but for 
fome Sin, as impoffible as a rufh to grow without mud and 
moifture. Why 

And chat they argued from Natural Religion, is 
plain, becaufe they referr $2b to the Ages before, vz. 
We are but of Yefterday 5 and was ever any panifbed but for 
Sin? Was not the old World drowned, but it was for Sin? 
viz. They (aid who is the Almighty? what good or burt can 
be do? and for shat Athei{m he overwhelmed their Foundu- 


tions with a Flood, Job 8.2, 9. Job22. r5,17, 16. Aad 
Fob clears himfelt of cheir Charge, Sub 31. and fams 
it all up, afd yet not ene word is mention’d ebout this 
brancl: of the Covenant of Circu or Mofes Law, 
which they could not have avoided, if it had bin then 
the difpenfation ; neither could his Relations have bia 
ignorant of it, nor won'd they have loft their beft 
ground tocharge him withal, therefore its undenyable, 
that Fob and his Friends lived befofe Circumcifion, 
and before the Law, and that he was no Idolater, and 
his Longevity argues that he was near the long lived 
Patriarchs. And ‘tis more than probable, chat Fob 
himfelf wrote that Book, and becaufe he might well 
do it when he was well, for he lived fo long after, 
that he con’d not forget his defire, Fobrg.23. and he 
eo beft able co write what he fo earneftly defi- 
red. 

Queft.2. Moles is always [poke of in the Pentateuch ie 
the third Perfon, but whavis more obfervable, he is praifed 
in feveral places, particularly in 12. Chap. of Numbers, 
where be is called the meekeft of Men, how cou’d this be, 
and yet Mofes be the Author himfelf ? 

Anfw. This is urg’d as Reafon by.thofe who deny 
that Mofes wrote the Pentatexch, but ‘tis very Common 
for an Author to {peak freely of himilelf in the third 
Perfon, efpecially the Authors of Holy. Writ, who as 
they were immediately infpir'd, they were certain of 
what they fpoke, and chat it was not prejudice er felf- 
love, that cou'd have a partial influence upon,’em as it 
has of other Perfons. Thus moft of the Sacred Writers 
have occafion fometimes to commend themfelves, as out 
Saviour himfelf, the Apoftles, St. Fobn, St. Paul, Feremi- 
ab, and moft of the reft, ‘tig frequent among{t Hea» 
then Writers, as Cafar, Horate, 8£c. 

Queft. 3. Pray the meaning of thee two Verfes in Virgil, 
Ty Aineid ? 


Nec Drances potius, five eff bac ira Deorum, 
Morte luat, five eff virtia, @ Gloria, tollat. 


Anfw. In a Council of War call'd by King Latinus, “Da tf 


Turnus (the General) thou’d either makea peace with 
the Trojams, or fight a fingle Combate with Aizcas, 
and this in an Eloquent Stile; Turnus checke him, and 
told him he was fitter to plead at the Bar, than co 
come into che Field ; He granced the Siege was pref- 
fing, but not fo much but that he had formerly van- 
quitht greater dangers: You Drances (fayshe ) would 
extol] the power of an Army that has been twice o- 
vercome, and do what in you lyes to difhearten ours, 
by telling us, that Death threatens us allpand you ac- 
cufe me for the common Calamity. 
—e ——— Formidine Crimen Acerbas: 

No Dranses, I'm not the Author, nor will I enter- 
tain thoughts below " felf, and which are only fic 
for the mean Breaft of Drances ; Turnus then direéts 
his Speech to Lasinus, Nunc ad te, Sec. Magne Pater, by 


-an{wering his Objections too, who was for finding out 


forne Mean between the: Counfel of Drances, aud refo- 
lutenefs of Turnas: If (faysTurnus ) we have no fur- 
ther hope, if no more Succors, if by flying we mutt 
dye, and if Fortune will never return, then lets fue 
for Péace: But it we have whtry’d Youth, Isalean Suc- 
cours, 7c. then why fear ‘we? will not (adds he) 
fuch and fuch help us ? But (continues he ) if after all 
the Trojaes are contented, that I only and Aineas theu'd 
decide the Quarrel, I'm willing to devote my. felf to 
it fot your fatety. | 
—+r Solum Aineas vocat, @ vocet, Ore. 

Does Ainews call upon me to.do it ? Jet him do fo, I 
with it. Nec Drances potius, but let not fuch a vile 
Coward as Drances call upon me, { let che period be 
here.) Sive eff bac ira Deorwin, Morte buat: Seve eft ver- 

tue 


tus tg Gloria, Tollat. ‘Either this determination is the 
Anger of the Gods ; if fo, Morte naz, let me be che Sa- 
crince to appeafe ic ; or elle, ic is Vertue and Glory, 
if fo, Tella, let it take away ( or put an end to) the 
common Calamity. Indeed the place is very di cult, 
but we fee no Interpretation more Genuine, fince Dran- 
ces never offer’d to interpole or Aght for Turnus, or to 
take the danger upon himfelf, as is fuggefted by divers 
interpreters upen che place, but this is offer’d with fub- 
miflien co the Learned. 

Queft. 3. A certaia Gentleman, who defires to be name- 
lefs, about 2 months az0 bought a very pretty Mare in Smith- 
field, which is feems a Friend of his bad had a great fancy 
for long before. Seeing sherefore bis dearly beloved Mare in 
another Mans pofeffion, be pines, and langnifhes, avd keeps 
his Bed like any thing. The Phyficians declare, that he 
must certainly die, if be does notone way or other compa{s bis 
Neighbours Mare. The Gentleman, rather than lofe bis 
Friend, and withal being defirous to indulge his Paffion, 
freely confents to let him have the Mare as the fame price it 
coft him: Bat his Friend won't bearken now to that Prope- 
fiction, but only defires the Gentlemin to lend him his Mare 
for a night ortwo, and that will de bis bufine/s full as well, 
otherwile he is refolu'd to Garve bimfel{, and die. The Gen- 
tleman, mightily difcompofed at thisodd humour of bis Friend, 
defires your Advice on this juntture ; for he till finds in bim- 
felf a {trong panchant ( as she French call is ) or an Insli- 
nation for bis Mare, and yet is not willing to facrifice his 
Friend ? , 

Anfw. This Queftion wehave anfwer'd already, ina 
mere humane drefs, but neither that nor this will bribe 
thie pewalty of the Jaft of X. ‘ 

Queft. 5. An Acquaintance of mine made a folemn Vow to 
touch no Flefthis Lent ; and bis Wife being lately come 
out of the Countrey te Town, be is earnest to know whether fhe 
be comprebended in bis Vowe ? ap 

Anfw. ASions, if not immediately prohibited, are 
only ill as they are Circumftamtiated, not otherwile: 
"Tis only the immoderate Ufe of any enjoyment of a 
thing, that turns ie into an Abufe, and fo into Sin. 

ueft. 6. Whether Mr. Crowns Deneids ought not 10 be 
bound up in the fame Calves-shin with the Dutch Hubibras? 

Anfw, We have nothing to do with the Merit of the 

ueftion, and as to the Humour, let the Bookfeller 
and Buyeragree. A wife Man will take what pleafes 
him beft, without condemning what he diflikes. 

Queft. 7. You feem to grant that Jofephus’s Teftimony 
was Spurious, and ‘tis not altogether fatisfaétory, that you 
fhould bring a great many Ancient Writers that are alfo 
thought to be Authores in Nubibus; 2s Paul Horatius, 
who fome confidently avery never wrote any thing, as alfo that 
fome Names are divided, and that Phiegon Trallianus is 
brought for a Grecian, as alfo the Enemies of Chriftianity 
for a proof, and fome other fuch things, which youd do well to 
give the World a better {atisfaction of. 

Anfw. We never granted that Jofephus’s Teftimony 
of our Saviour was } vd but faid, that we might 
fafely grant it without prejudicing the Caufe of Chri- 
ftianity, fince there are fo many Ancient Authors that 
have been 10 copious on this Subject, which we thal! 
prefently {peak more largely of. 

But fince we are call’d upon again for our thoughts 
upon that paflage, we affirm it to be Natural and Ge- 
nuine, and Fofephus’s own. 

1. It being granted on all hands that it is now in Jo- 
feybus’s Hiftory, it lyes upon che Adverfaries of this 
Teftimony to ay the whole Hiftory to be {purious, 
or to prove that this particular paflage was inferced 
in it; bare Sufpicions won’t take with perfons of {ober 
gdements, it muft be matter of Fact, which it cannot 

, without partieularizing the Circumftances of Time, 
Place, Perions, ¢c. but inflead of this ‘tis alledg’d, 
Objection 1. The Stile differs. Obj.2. That it breaks off 
the Series of 4 Difcourfe. Obj.3. That it {peaks too favoura- 
bly of our Saviour, inowning his Miracles. Obj. 4. Thas 
shis pafjage was unknown to the Authors who preceeded Eu- 
febius, and that Origen formally deny'd it. Obj. 5. Pho- 
tius who Abridg’d Joiephus mention'd it not. Ob}. 6. Some 
Ancien Mifcellanies (perhaps) now Extant don’t [peak of it. 

We fhall anfwer thefe intheir Order. n/.To the 


1. He has avery fharp faculty that can difcern it 
it it fhou'd be fo, it proves fi what ie was br s See 
for, no more than that an Authors Expreffions muft be 
all equal, orthey are not his ewn ; which every Book 
now extant wou'd confute. Anfw. 2. Tothis we anfwer 
itis falfe, for itcomes in as Naturally as any thing in 
the World can do: Our Author had before related the 
Maffacte of the Jews by Pilate, and thea comesto fpeak 
of our Saviour, faying, About this time, there was One 
Jefuus, Sc. that is about the Time of the Maflacre, which 
is as Natural a digreffion as can be, and then returns 
again to his proper Subje@, the Calamities of the Few, 
An{w. 3. The owning the Miracles of our Saviour, is 
buc the fame thing that our Modern Jews do, who yer 
fay our Saviour was an Impoftor, tho’ Fofephus had as 
much Reafon to believe our Saviour to be the Chrift as 
any Jew whatever, fince he being one of the Priefts 
knew the Prophecies, knew his Death, the Record that 
Pilate himfelf gave to Tiberivs, and many more fuch 
things ; befides, being out of the Jewith Nation when 
he writ his Hiftory, he might fpeak the more boldly 
without being afraid of the reft of the Jews. Anjw. 4. 
How cou’d Origen formally deny that which he knew no- 
thing of, and yet he was 29 years before Eufebius. Anfw.s; 
This is alfo a poor Argnment,if we confider that Phoring 
made his Abftract, when every Body knew the paflagewas 
in Fofephus, tho fome of Phorpheries Ditciples might quar. 
rel with ic becaufe twas again{t his Principles. Anjw. ¢. 
‘Tis well the word perhaps is in, bue Fofepbus’s Autho 
rity is good when attackt only with perhaps. Suppofiti- 
ons, Prejudices, Cavils, &c. but ’cis no wonder (tor we 
know the Authors of this Query ) that fuch perfons as 
deny the Authority of Fob, James, Ezekiel, &c. fhou'd 
queftion that of Fofepbus. See Vol. 3. N.27. Q. 1. 

Now for our Citatiors of Paul Horatius, Phlegon, &c. the firft 
was the Secretary of O¢tavian, every body almoft knows that in hig 
Writings he mentions the River of Oyl that broke forth in a publick 


Inn at Rome, when eur Saviour was born. As to the 2a. we mean 
not Phlegon Trallianus, but Phlegon the Greek Hiftoriaa, ot whom 


Suidas makes frequent mention ; why we brought the Enemies of: 


Chriftianity tor the proof of the Chriftian Religion, needs not be 
askt by any Perfons of common Sence, for an Enemies Teftimony is 
always better than a Friends ; fuch Perfons as will fee the Evidences 
of Porpbery, Lucian, Fulian, &c.for Chriltianity, let ‘em read the 
Works of Laftantins, Cyprian, and other of the Ancient Fathers, 
and they will:find the diipute about it, where thofe Heathens endea- 
vour tO maintain, that tho our Savieur did \xch Miracles, yet they 
were but Fuggles, Cheats and Impofitions upon the People ; vvhich ar- 
gues there wvere fuch things, true or talfe, and that's as much as 
we defire of their Writiags , tor the divifion of Names, ‘tis the 
faule of the Pref. 


*e* The Queftions concerning abroad and long Spheroid, Juventl, 
Apulems, the beft Preface, and the Algebraic Canon, for weighing 
a@ Body, &c. (hall be all 5 anfwered next Tuy day. 

O# The Works of the Learned, written by Mr. De la Cro'e for 
the Month of February, Printed for J. Dunton at the Raven i@ the 
Poultrey- 
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An ADVERTISEMENT toal our Qyerifts. 


PY Mading that publifling of our Mercuries four times a Week 
wou'd "med clog our Undertaking, ahd render it ufelelss 
} 


we fhall tor the future only publifh ‘em on 


Tuefdays and 


yin days 4 $ as formerly. 


And that we may render our Undertakiag perfei, we promife our 

uerifts, thatin cafe any Perfon fhousd intertere with us in our 
yh of Aufwering Queiftons, that they fhall conftantly find 1 
our Saturdays Mercury aniwers to al] his ueftious whatever, that fo 
our Querifts may not be put to doxble Charges, (by buying the fame 
Queftions twice an fwered, nor the Coffee-houfes burthened with too 
many Papers) but more of this if there fhould ever be any occafion 
for it. Continue fending in your Queftions as formerly to Saiths 
Co ffee-houle in Stocks-markct, or tothe Retserdam Coffee-houle 
in Fincb-lane, till we give notice to the contrary. 


A Catalogue of Books,confifting of Divinity, Hiftory, 
Law,Voyages,Travels,andother mifcellaneousTracts, 
on varions Subjects, will be told by Auction on Munday 
the 14th. day of chis Inftant March, 1692. in the Town 
of Maidftone in Kent. Catalogues ot which are deliver- 
ed Gratis at the Coffee-houles in Dover, Canterbury, Fee 
werfoam, Afbford, Rochefier, and at the Auétion-houile in 
Maidffone. At which Place you may have ready money 
for any parcel or Library of Books. 


LONDON, Printed for Zohn Wumton at the Reve in the Powlsrey. 16ya 
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